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ARGENTINA.….INDIA…..MONGOLIA…..

SOUTH AFRICA/SWAZILAND…..SENEGAL
_____________________________________________________________

March 15, 2008
Dear parents of foreign travelers,

The students and leaders have choreographed trips that challenge the heart, mind, and soul, yet allow for spontaneity, freedom, fun, and personal exploration. In order to assure the success of such a trip, it is important that attitudes are positive and minds are open to new and sometimes challenging surroundings and situations. We ask that you encourage your sons or daughters to approach foreign trip with this outlook, in hopes that they gain insight and heighten their appreciation for travel and all that can be gained from this incredible experience.

TRIP SPECIFICS:

Smart Travelers:

We have been emphasizing safety. Thus we suggest that you converse with your child about his or her knowledge of the following: how to travel in a group, how to carry money safely, what types of foods are safe to eat, how not to draw attention to him or herself or to the group, how to walk safely both in remote areas and on city streets, personal habits and hygiene, appropriate clothing and footwear, timeliness, respect and sensitivity, attention and consideration, sleep, hydration, and various rules of travel.

Refunds:

Please note that if for any reason your son or daughter is unable to participate in foreign trip or needs to come home prematurely, we cannot guarantee a refund. Many costs are paid in advance and cannot be recovered. Once again, we cannot guarantee a refund.

Prescription Medicine and first aid supplies:

Each group will travel with a first aid kit and a limited supply of prescription medicine that was recommended by a physician. It proves to be very helpful for students to bring with them a small first aid kit as well. We recommend such things as Band-Aids, Tylenol, throat lozenges, Maalox, fingernail clippers, foot powder, blister kit, sunscreen, cold medicine, personal blister kit and any other products they might use on a semi-regular basis. Any prescribed medicine should be in its original container to avoid confiscation at customs. (We recommend that you see your physician regarding travel meds such as a prescription for antibiotics, pink eye, etc.) It is imperative that leaders be aware of all prescription medicine that a student is traveling with as well as any allergies or other conditions that might exist. If malaria medicine is required for your son or daughter’s trip, make sure they start their medication according to the needed schedule.
Spending Money:

It is recommended that students travel with somewhere between two hundred and four hundred dollars spending money. On most trips, students will receive fifteen dollars/day for food. If you feel this will prove to be an inadequate amount to feed your child, please adjust his or her spending money accordingly.

Pack Light:

More is not better!
Help your son or daughter to pack efficiently and effectively.

Pre-Trip Gathering:
Students traveling to Senegal and South Africa will congregate at the Red Roof Inn-Denver Airport, 6890 Tower Rd, Denver, CO 80249, (I-70 at Tower Rd, exit #286)
Phone: (303) 371-5300 Fax: (303) 371-5350 on April 13th, the night prior to departure. The groups will arrive at the Red Roof Inn at approximately 5:00 p.m. I have gathered information regarding individual needs and have made these hotel reservations. If you plan to book a room for yourself and your son or daughter, please let me know so that you are not charged for the shared cost of the room. Pre and post-trip hotel fees are charged to individual student accounts.
School Transportation regarding departure on April 13th or April 14th: 
If you are planning to have your son or daughter use school transportation to go to or from DIA, I need this information as soon as possible. The following is the transportation schedule:
Sunday, April 13-Argentina/8:00 a.m. departure from school. (United Airlines)
Sunday, April 13-/12:30 p.m. departure from school (People Mover)

 Mongolia (United Airlines), Senegal (Iberia operated by American Airlines),

 South  Africa (South African Airlines)
Monday, April 14-India/1:00 p.m. departure from school. (British Air)
* If you plan to meet the group at DIA, meet at the international ticket desk of the departing airline. Any parents driving their sons or daughters to the airport should accompany them to the ticket desk.
* We ask that out of state travelers make every attempt to arrive in Colorado at least 6 hours before the departure of their international flight. Please get these flight times and flight numbers to me as soon as possible.

School Transportation regarding the return on May 8th or May 9th: 
Thursday May 8th. Mongolia arrives at 11:22 p.m. Delta #7820  
                                  Senegal group arrives at 10:10 p.m. (note flight change-American flight 867  

      Changed from IB #7015) 

Students on either of the Mongolia or Senegal trip who are utilizing school transportation, the groups will be staying at the Red Roof Inn the evening of May 8th and will be traveling back to Steamboat with the Argentina and South African groups on Friday, May 9th at 11:00 a.m. (people movers)

Friday, May 9- 11:00 a.m. depart DIA (Argentina, South Africa, Mongolia, Senegal)
Argentina (arrives United #301 at 10:24 a.m.), South Africa (arrives South African Air #7434 at 10:24 a.m.)  


             7:00 p.m. depart DIA India (arrives BA #219 at 6:25 p.m.) 

Communication:

The school asks that if possible, leaders phone or email into school at least once a week. Please feel free to call the school during the trip to get an update or check the foreign trip blog on our website. Better yet, if you’re keenly interested in hearing details first hand, convince your son or daughter to call home or email at least once a week. 


In case of an emergency we ask that all communication come to and through the school first.

Emergency contact numbers:  970-879-1350 Lowell Whiteman School




           970-870-5959 Emergency pager 



                         970-291-9007 Emergency cell phone



           970-291-9123  Cameron McVey (Acting Dean of Students)

Please call with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Margi Missling-Root

Director of Experiential Education

970-879-1350 Ext.27

970-879-8782 (Home)

margi@lws.edu
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